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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
To the Students, Parents, and Community Members of Region One,
The past several weeks have been exciting for students and staff, as we welcomed everyone to a new year in Region One.
Opening day included an invitation to our entire staff, including support staff, as well as teachers. We introduced new
teachers and recognized those who have met “milestones” for years of service.
But just as we opened the new year with energy and anticipation, we were fully aware that these past few months have been
sad and difficult ones for many, with the loss of several students through tragic circumstances. We acknowledge that these
losses could have been prevented. And we have come to recognize that an opportunity has been presented to us, to form and
build community and admit that we must try to do more for our youth and families.
On August 21, 22 members from across the region came together, expressing that the time for change has come. A Regional
Task Force has been formed for the purpose of preventing, educating, and intervening to promote healthy behaviors and
choices for students. At this meeting, we had representation from school counselors and administrators, first responders,
clergy, and mental health and social service agencies—all who discussed where we go from here. The determination in the
room was loud and clear; we have to understand what our students need, in order to know what we should do and how we
can provide.
As educators who see our students every day, we know those students who have difficulty making friends, who feel they are
not understood, who may feel alone, and who may have a sense that they are not cared for or cared about. Every student has
a story. And it is both our challenge and responsibility to see that students who need our support and who desperately need
someone to talk to and believe in them must be able to know we are here for them. In schools, we know what it means to put
others first. We can all agree that it is our job to understand our students and their needs and recognize the signs when help
is required.
It may be the trusting and caring relationship we have with that challenging young person that prevents them from going or
continuing down a destructive path. Knowing our kids—who they are, what they like to do, the demons they are fighting— it
all matters. Taking a sincere interest in their lives can be the most powerful strategy we can use to open that door to reach
someone. We can give students a gift by embracing them for their individuality and uniqueness and getting to know them
better for who they are.
One of our primary goals in Region One is to establish a safe, positive and caring culture. Schools must be protected and
secure places for students and adults. It is our job to demonstrate that kindness and compassion are something everyone
should strive to express throughout their lives. Our lives are given to serving the kids and doing what is best for them.
These qualities we expect of our staff members need to go beyond our school walls. There are many members of our
communities who serve as positive role models for our youth. Constructive relationships have the ability and the power to
unleash untapped potential in people. The positive relationships that exist between youth and others who care can increase
student engagement and motivation and can decrease absenteeism, dropout rates, and discipline problems. Members of our
communities want these things for our youth. With positive student outcomes can come healthier children and families.
The Task Force is just beginning; however, it has been very encouraging to hear all of the members present at the August
meeting state, “this is a regional problem that we must try to alleviate”. We are working in tandem with the Housatonic
Youth Services Bureau, Northwest Corner Prevention Network, and the McCall Center, as well as many community members
and professionals in the field of mental health. We are fully aware that these issues are not prevalent to the northwest corner
of Connecticut alone, but we hold the belief that by working together, we can make a positive difference in the lives of
students and families.
It is a community problem we must address. Let’s continue to ask, “What do our students and families need?” and “What can
we give them?” Let us remember to speak out when we think a child or family is at risk.
We have what it takes in our region to ensure that we undertake this work together. We will keep the discussion going, we will
look at data, and we will speak with others outside of our school, so that we are working together to do all that we can to
ensure that no student or family feels alone or unsupported. We can make this happen.

Dr. Pam Vogel, Superintendent
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MEET THE ADMINISTRATORS OF REGION ONE
Region One is proud of the leadership team that holds consistent and high expectations for the success of our students. We
focus on improving teaching and learning and strive to have effective, meaningful professional development for all staff. It is
our goal to develop individual students through promoting rich opportunities for learning, both within and out of the
classroom. We know that we must surround ourselves with great teachers and colleagues and fully support teachers and staff
by encouraging them to continually learn. We continually strive to have a range of partnerships particularly with parents,
business and the community to support student learning and progress

Our Newest Leaders to Region One:
Mrs. Alexandra Juch— Lee H. Kellogg School Principal
Mrs. Juch served as the Interim Principal at Lee H. Kellogg School for the 2017-2018 school year. From 2010-2017, she was
a School Library Media Specialist at North Canaan Elementary School. Mrs. Juch grew up in Toronto, Canada. She later
moved to the Northwest Corner of CT where she raised her family, becoming actively involved as District Commissioner of
the Lakeville Pony Club and other community organizations. Lexie recognizes the importance of retaining the unique
community identities of our schools while collaborating with, and supporting, our regional schools to access the rich
opportunities to meet the academic, social/emotional and athletic needs of students and their families.
Mrs. Michelle Mott— Kent Center School Principal
Mrs. Mott has served as a teacher at Kent Center School for the past nine years. Prior to that time, she taught third grade in
Jacksonville, Florida, followed by a position as a long- term third grade substitute teacher at Pomperaug Elementary School
in Southbury. Outside of school, Michelle enjoys spending time with her husband and their three young children. Michelle
and her family live in New Milford. She is committed to building strong relationships with students, parents, and community
members and will ensure that all students follow Kent Center’s core values of respect, responsibility, and safety.
Dr. Alicia Roy — North Canaan Elementary Principal
Dr. Roy has been a teacher, principal, and superintendent, and is starting her 31st year as an educator. She led Personalized
Learning in her former district and is passionate about putting students first for success. In 2016, she was awarded the
Outstanding Alumni Educational Leadership Award from Central CT State University by the New England Secondary School
Consortium for being “a persuasive voice for enhancing learning through strong policy, best practice, and supportive public
will.” Alicia is proud to be the new principal of North Canaan.
Mr. Ian Strever— HVRHS Principal
Mr. Strever has served at Housatonic Valley Regional High School for the past eight years. Prior to his tenure at HVRHS, Ian
was an English teacher and Department Chair at Danbury. He enjoys spending time with his daughter and the outdoors. He
is also an avid writer, writing monthly articles about nature and other topics of regional interest for Main Street. Ian wants to
ensure a positive culture for staff and students by building trust through empowering and supporting everyone in the school.
Mr. Steven Schibi— Assistant Principal at HVRHS
Mr. Schibi has been in education for the past 25 years as a Wellness Teacher, Senior Capstone instructor, a Department
Chair for Wellness, Technology Education, as well as Math and Science. Most recently he has been the Dean of Students at
Lewis Mills High School. Steve enjoys outdoor activities and sports with his two boys Josh and Jon and his wife Suzanne.
Steve is committed to building trust with all members that comprise our HVRHS community and believes that all children are
capable learners and can contribute to a strong and prosperous school climate.
Ms. Laurie Collins is the new Executive Director of the Housatonic Youth Service Bureau, an agency which Region One
works closely to support students and families. Ms. Collins brings over 10 years of experience as a senior manager in health
and developmental services to the position and has a demonstrated passion for collaboration with families, community
partners and stakeholders in providing care. Region One will continue the partnership we have with HYSB and collaborate
with Laurie and the HYSB staff to meet the behavioral health needs of youth and families in the Northwest corner.
Other Region One Administrators:
Dr. Karen Manning, Sharon Center School Principal
Mrs. Stephanie Magyar, Salisbury Central School Principal
Mr. Michael Croft, Cornwall Consolidated School Principal
Mr. Carl Gross, Director of Pupil Services
Mrs. Martha Schwaikert, Supervisor of Special Education
Mrs. Lisa Carter, Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Pam Vogel, Superintendent
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THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING CURRICULUM
A high quality curriculum provides the foundation for any educational program and clearly articulates what students are
expected to know and be able to do for each grade level. Although state standards provide the outline for these learning
expectations, a school district’s curriculum must flesh out the standards to provide a road map that describes the details of
what should be taught throughout a school year to ensure that students master the prescribed learning expectations.
Additionally, to remain relevant and engaging, a curriculum should balance the need for structure and discipline (i.e. common
standards, skills and content for each grade level in all schools) with the need for flexibility, so that teachers can create
lessons that are relevant to the individual students they have in their classroom in any given year.
As Assistant Superintendent, I have been working with all the teachers in Region One to revise/create curriculum that meets
the following goals:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Alignment - with the CT Core Standards
Rigor - ensuring that students achieve Standards-based learning outcomes
Equity - ensuring that all students can learn
Relevance - based on authentic, real world phenomena
Contemporary - preparing students for living as active citizens in our time
Personalized - meets the learning needs of all students as unique individuals

To ensure that we achieve that balance of structure and flexibility in Region One, we have created regional frameworks called
“consensus maps” that describe the standards, learning targets, skills, content, academic vocabulary and assessments that are
to be included in units of instruction at each grade level. It is then up to the teachers to provide the scope and sequence for
that learning. In other words, teachers use the basic expectations described by the regional consensus map units to create their
own lessons based on the needs of the students in their classroom. In many cases, teachers are provided with learning
programs to support the development of effective scope and sequencing, such as Foundations (early language development)
or Eureka Math, because these programs provide research-based methods that increase the probability of successful learning
outcomes for all students. These programs are vetted by teachers and myself prior to their adoption to ensure that they are
consistent with regional curricular expectations.
While we had instructional practices audited at the High School prior to the NEASC visit, this year is the first time we have
had our curriculum audited for the lower grades. Two consultants from EdAdvance are reviewing the curriculum for grades 4
-8 in English/Language Arts and Mathematics to ensure 1) that it is aligned with the CT Core standards, 2) that it is rigorous,
and 3) that the summative assessments allow for the demonstration of learning described by our grading scale for these grade
levels. We expect the results of this audit to be made available soon. The audit report will be used by teachers to make
targeted improvements to the curriculum, which will result in improved instruction for our students. The curriculum audit for
grades Pre-K-3 and HVRHS will be conducted in the 2019-20 school year. We will focus on auditing additional content areas
(science, social studies, world languages and the unified arts) in subsequent years.
Our next step is to revive our Curriculum Council to ensure that we remain abreast of new research with regard to effective
curriculum design. This group will also receive timely feedback regarding our curriculum from teachers and students to help
us maintain its relevance to our learning community. This grassroots input keeps curriculum alive and engaging for our
students and our teachers. It is exciting work and vital to the success of our students in school.

Ms. Lisa Carter, Assistant Superintendent
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REGION ONE TASK FORCE ON SUBSTANCE ABUSE: PREVENTION, EDUCATION, INTERVENTION
Region One, in partnership with several area agencies,
professional providers, clergy and other stakeholders (some of
which include: HYSB, McCall Center for Behavioral Health,
The YMCA, Mountainside, Troop B, Salisbury Family
Services) have launched a Task Force on Substance Abuse
Prevention – Education – Intervention. While recent tragedies
in our community provided an impetus to this initiative,
overall concerns over this issue, and our youth engaging in
any incidence of behaviors with serious risk gives our Task
Force effort a larger or greater context.
We seek “actionable” perspectives on why this is happening and how we can best or most effectively address it as a
high school, as a school system and as a partner with area agencies and providers. To that end, we are underway in
a process of multiple avenues of inquiry with our middle school and high school students; informal conversation
with individual students, more structured conversations with student “focus groups” and, access and interpretation
of data from one or more data sources such as the “Developmental Assets Survey”. Region One staff are partnering
with the Northwest Corner Prevention Network, McCall Center and with the Housatonic Valley Youth Service
Bureau in these student inquiry efforts which will be ongoing over the next few weeks. They will report back to the
Task Force in November.
Next steps will likely include an assessment of current prevention, education and intervention practices to determine
any gaps or areas of practice to expand, strengthen or better coordinate. We hope to move forward with a number
of action items and recommendations to guide our youth toward healthy living choices and to build resilience to
avoid risk-taking behaviors.
- Mr. Carl Gross

TASK FORCE EFFORTS AT HVRHS
HVRHS is hosting a Parent Partnership meeting on Monday, October 15th at 6:30 PM. The focus will be risktaking behavior among students. While gathering and compiling data for the Task Force, we became aware of the
need to understand the “big picture” of what our students are experiencing - both inside and outside of school. In
order to ‘flesh out” a more complete image, we want to learn what parents and guardians are seeing at home. The
more openly and candidly we communicate with each other, the more effective we can be.
On October 29th, HVRHS will be hosting two Community Conversations, one at 9 AM and the other at 6 PM.
These conversations will consider the future of Northwest Connecticut in 25 years, and how we can best prepare
our students for that future. Each will start with the film “Most Likely to Succeed,” which depicts the way High
Tech High School in San Diego is challenging the traditional educational model to meet the needs of its community.
Participants will engage in round table discussion both before and after the film, and refreshments will be served.
The event will last approximately three hours and is open to all who live or work in Region One. The more input
and perspectives we hear, the better our chances of creating a vibrant and healthy community.
- Mr. Ian Strever
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MONARCH BUTTERFLIES IN K/1/2!

- Miss Pramuka & Mrs. Burdick

Cornwall’s K/1/2 class kicked off their school year with a study of monarch butterflies! We discussed the lifecycle of a
monarch and painted giant replicas to hang in the hall. Through research and observation, students learned the life cycle of
a monarch as it progressed from egg to caterpillar to chrysalis to monarch by observing the real-life cycle right before their
eyes over the course of a few weeks! Metamorphosis at its best! Students made scientific observations of our 12 caterpillars
as they munched through A LOT of milkweed and then even witnessed a caterpillar turn into a chrysalis! A map of the
United States depicted the monarchs’ journey from Connecticut to Mexico. During the week of September 17th, students
waved farewell to 12 monarchs and wished them good luck on their journey to Mexico! During this unit students also
studied the similarities and differences between butterflies and moths.
In conjunction with their monarch butterfly study, K/1/2 also read “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” which began our Eric
Carle author study. Students learned all about his life and books and even had the opportunity to paint whatever they
wanted because Eric Carle believes that all children should be given many colors of paint and a giant piece of paper to
create whatever they like! Eric Carle would love their beautiful paintings!

8TH GRADE EXPLORATIONS

- Mrs. Nelson

CCS 8th graders take Explorations class which focuses on a student-driven yearlong independent project. To develop
inquiry skills and prepare for their individual project, the first activity in Explorations this year will be a group effort. The
8th grade students have thought about and discussed various options and chose to honor “Community Servants.” They will
complete three phases. One aspect is to host a dinner in celebration of our community’s veterans. The students will also
write to veterans in our community thanking them and inviting them to the dinner. In addition, they will write letters to
active military members thanking them for their service to our country. The students will sponsor a car wash to raise the
money needed for the dinner.
Next the students will explore, research, plan, and develop an individual project. This project will be geared towards a
specific audience that will benefit in some way from the work the students do. The students will have guidance from
teacher mentors and also a community mentor who specializes in the area the student wants to learn more about. This
student will work on this project in school and out of school for the remainder of the year. The students will write
proposals demonstrating that their idea is doable, explaining how it benefits the community, and what they intend to learn.
Grants are available for students, up to $90 per individual.
Students will ultimately create a professional-quality product to accompany a formal presentation to the community in
June. Past projects have included the creation of a Housatonic River Paddler’s Guide, a student-directed play, technology
classes for older Cornwallians, and more!
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Cornwall Consolidated School is a collaborative community that honors individuality, inspires creativity, and is
dedicated to developing perseverance, excellence, and a passion for lifelong learning.

SUSTAINABILITY AT CCS, PART I

- Mrs. West

Cornwall’s school wide learning theme this year is sustainability, and
the 7th and 8th graders are looking at how modern human needs and
wants can be satisfied in sustainable ways. The group began by
brainstorming modern needs and waste products we produce. They
decided that access to clean water, electricity, fire prevention,
transportation, and means of communication were important needs. In
addition, they reasoned that getting rid of trash, recycling, food waste,
dirty water and sewage were also important parts of sustainable living.
Students started the year by breaking up into groups and finding out how we currently manage these needs and waste
products in both rural areas like Cornwall and larger cities where there are more people living close together. Our plan was
to go to a small remote island 10 miles out in the Atlantic to see how they manage each of the students’ topics, but the
effects of Hurricane Florence made the seas around the island unsafe, and our trip was postponed until spring. Undaunted,
we found local agencies to tour and local speakers who could help students understand our city and rural systems. Small
groups of students toured the Torrington Water Company (providing Torrington’s fresh water supply), spoke to a solar
installer about solar energy, learned about hybrid vehicles, toured the Torrington Fire Department and Litchfield County
dispatch, toured a wastewater treatment facility, and visited a regional composting and recycling center where local transfer
stations send their trash, recycling and food waste.
The students then began thinking about ways to make our current systems more environmentally friendly. While
acknowledging that we have some pretty good systems in place, they thought about what still isn’t perfect in each system
and began to think about ways that individual families, schools, and town planners can extend sustainability efforts. They
made slideshows and are practicing their oral presentation skills to present their research and thinking to all K-8 students in
Cornwall and to an adult audience of parents and community members on the evening of October 10th.

SUSTAINABILITY AT CCS, PART II

- Ms. Law

Cornwall Consolidated is embarking on a school wide theme this year, focusing on the concept of sustainability--which
exists when the environmental, economic and social needs of a society are met in the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs. In support of this, and thanks to a REAP grant, Kathy West and I were
able to attend a weeklong conference this past summer at Shelburne Farms in Shelburne, Vermont where we learned about
the concept of Educating for Sustainability and the United Nations’ 17 Goals for Sustainable Development. According the
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon, the 17 goals “are a to-do list for the people and planet … to wipe out poverty, fight
inequality and tackle climate change.”
While the details of what this might look like are still in the early stages of planning, we are already embarking on a number
of activities to help frame our conversations with students. As reported in this newsletter by Kathy West, 7th and 8th graders
have delved into Goals 3, 6, 7, 9 and 11 with their research and field trips of various in agencies and infrastructures in the
NW Corner, their findings of which will be presented to the Cornwall community on October 10th. On September 28th our
8th graders kicked off the 12th CCS Walk-a-thon which will support Water for People, touching upon Goals 3, 6 and 13.
Our student Goal Getters Club helps to raise funds to send girls to school in countries where that opportunity is a privilege
and comes with a high financial cost, touching upon Goals 4 and 5. On October 24th we will kick off our Trick-or-Treat for
UNICEF campaign, touching on Goals 1, 2 , 3, 4 and 6.
October 24th is also United Nations Day, and when the CCS K-8 school
community will be introduced officially to the concept of sustainability
and its three pillars (environmental health, economic equity and social
justice) in a school wide community meeting.
Please stay tuned for the May Issue of this newsletter when CCS will
report back on the accomplishments of our efforts to education our
children about their role in creating a sustainable world.

www.cornwallconsolidated.com
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KENT CENTER SCHOOL IS DEDICATED TO PROMOTING STUDENT LEARNING THROUGH INDEPENDENCE OF THOUGHT & SPIRIT.

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM OFFICIALLY “OPENS”

- Mrs. da Silva, Mrs. Moore, and Mr. Szwed

On June 7, 2018, the entire staff and student body of Kent Center School, special guests from community
businesses, and local public servants all gathered for a ceremony to officially open the KCS Outdoor Classroom.
The outdoor classroom has been a collaborative effort of many partners. The KCS Schoolyard Habitat Committee,
consisting of students, teachers, parents, administrators, Board of Education members, and volunteers from Kent
businesses originated this project in February of 2016. The idea was to create a space where teachers could bring
their classes to connect with and learn about the nature that surrounds Kent Center School.
Little by little, with the help of successful fundraisers and of donated time, tools, and plants, the outdoor classroom
started to take shape. The KCS tradition of planting a tree on Arbor Day completed the fourth “pillar” of the
classroom - a nice red maple tree! Logs and lumber donated by local businesses were assembled by KCS students
and staff to form rustic benches for the classroom. Shrubs forming the “walls” of
the classroom were specifically selected for their value as a food source for birds
and pollinating insects, and were provided at a discount or gifted outright by a
local nursery. KCS students from grades 1 through 8 got their hands dirty
planting these shrubs around the edges of the classroom! Several parents of KCS
students also volunteered their time or materials, from mulching, to weeding, to
watering. Kent Center custodial staff helped with the mowing and watering of
the space, as well as with installation of the sign recognizing donors and
community partners. The Kent Volunteer Fire Department even gave the shrubs
a good soaking during a particularly dry stretch of the summer! Most recently, a
materials cart was constructed, and decorated by KCS 1st grade students, so that
teachers could bring clipboards, whiteboards and markers, and seat cushions out
with them to enhance lessons.
The KCS Outdoor Classroom has truly been a collaborative effort from the start, coming together a piece at a time
thanks to the contributions of so many from the KCS and Kent communities. It was appropriate then, that so many
gathered on that day for a ceremony to celebrate this idea; this community project that will provide a space for so
many for years to come!
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START WITH HELLO

- Mrs. Mott

In September, the Kent Center School Student Council
organized activities to support the Sandy Hook program,
"Start with Hello." This program allows students to make
a difference with their peers by encouraging them to take
small but powerful actions to promote connections and
inclusion. It also teaches them to identify and help others
who are showing signs of social isolation.
As a participating school of Start with Hello week, the
Student Council chose to do three activities that would
promote connectedness between students. On Monday,
each student and faculty member wore a name tag and
were asked to say "Hello" to someone they might not
normally talk to. On Tuesday, students and teachers were
full of school spirit for "Favorite Book Character Day!"
On Thursday, students were asked to change their seat at
lunch and sit with people they don't normally sit with.
Thank you, Student Council, for offering this program, we had fun participating in each activity!

FOURTH GRADERS VISIT THE BIG E!

- Ms. Davidson and Ms. Kapetanopoulos

On September 20th, the KCS 4th graders visited the Big E in West Springfield, Mass. They explored the State
Buildings and documented the different resources that came from each state. They ate maple cotton candy from
Vermont, got pieces of gold chain from the largest gold factory in the country located in Rhode Island, and
learned about Maine wildlife. Students then visited the Mallary, where they saw a butter sculpture and various
farm animals such as cows and sheep. They also visited the Storrowton village where they sat in a classroom
from the 1700’s and visited an old church. The 4th graders saw baby chicks hatching and even got to see a horse
preparing for a competition. The day was filled with fun foods, activities, and
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRINCIPAL

- Mrs. Juch

Welcome to the Lee H. Kellogg School in Falls Village, CT. When you enter our doors, you will find that learning is more
than academic. At Kellogg School we believe in engaging students in their own learning while providing an explicit focus
on character and culture. We do this by establishing high expectations and high levels of support for both students and
teachers. At Kellogg learning is active, learning is challenging, learning is meaningful, learning is collaborative and social.
At Kellogg learning is shared and communicated. Finally, we believe that learning is kind and compassionate.
Bill Beebe’s the Best! Friday September 28th was officially declared Bill Beebe Day
by students. Marking the end of an era, a celebration was held for Kellogg’s beloved
retiring Head Custodian, Bill Beebe. Students, staff, FOLKS and the Board of
Education presented him with cards, gifts, cake, his personal farewell song and well
wishes as we celebrated a man who has brought so much to Kellogg School for the
past 27 years! Students and staff were dressed as Bill Beebe and carried brooms and
buckets, wearing jeans, tattoos, mustache, and glasses sporting white t-shirts stating
“Beebe’s the Best!”
During a school wide lunch celebration, the entire school community and past staff
sang and shed tears as we wished him a well deserved retirement. Bill’s extensive
knowledge of the school and the town of Falls Village will bring him back to Kellogg
School to share his wide-ranging knowledge with Social Studies students about
important local historical events.

WRITING WORKSHOP IS HAPPENING IN K, 1, 2

- Ms. Worden and Mrs. Faust

Students in K, 1, 2 at Kellogg participate in Writing Workshop from the work done by
Lucy Calkins and her colleagues at Columbia Teachers’ College. In our K, 1, 2 class we
run two workshops, a kindergarten workshop and a combined first and second grade
workshop.
Kindergarten students begin the year by learning how to tell a personal narrative and
creating that story through a picture. To support students in getting their stories down on
paper, students use a shape chart to support the development of picture drawing. As
students’ skills progress, they learn to label their pictures to help tell their story and when
ready, they begin to write with words. Students also use an ABC chart to support the
pulling of sounds and the writing of letters for labels and words.
First and second grade students begin the year by writing list books. A list book is a
story comprised of a list of events on a topic. Students use the craft strategy of repeating
words to help them build their stamina for writing. They learn about a variety of endings
including a list with a twist, using repeating words to wrap up the story and asking a
question. Students write many list stories and choose one to take through the writing
process of revision, editing and publication.
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INVESTIGATING AND EXPLAINING SCIENCE PHENOMENA

- Mr. Markow

When a new set of teaching standards is adopted, such as the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), for many people it
just appears to be a re-ordering of the structure and topics to be taught. However, one of the most important shifts in NGSS
is not what is taught, but how it is taught.
The following sequence is an example of the steps students may go through in the course of an investigation. The
overarching goal is to have students thinking and doing as scientists. A unit may start with a phenomenon or science event
that the students will attempt to explain. The event could be a science demonstration, a video clip or just a picture of some
occurrence in the world. Examples of student generated questions:
Could it bubble if colder instead of warmer?
Was the glass and liquid type chosen for a reason?
Would other body parts, besides the hands, yield the same result?
If held in middle does it bubble on both sides?
Would it still go if the glass was in a different shape?
What temperature does alcohol start to bubble at?
Does it have to be at room temperature to work?
Is it bubbling or boiling?
What if the entire object was surrounded by heat-does it need to be hot in just one area?
Using these questions, their research and observations, students construct a model – an illustration that attempts to capture
their explanation of the events. The model itself goes through a rigorous process of student self-assessment and peer review
to test each part for accuracy and to make sure statements are backed with evidence.
Eventually students draw their study to a conclusion with a deep understanding of a variety of science concepts that will
often cross multiple disciplines. A unit of study may have both physical and a biological concept at its core. As a result,
through NGSS teachers are less likely to say “I am teaching the human body systems unit” or “next week we start our earth
science unit.” Instead, students and teachers may reflect back on a unit and say “We learned about the physics of fluids, the
chemistry of molecules and the body’s method of heat production all in one unit.” This shift is an exciting challenge for
teachers and students alike. In the end, it gets to the heart of science – investigating and explaining the world around us.

JOHN TAURANAC VISIT WITH 3-4TH GRADERS

- Ms. Gargan

Kellogg School’s third and fourth grade students spent an afternoon with cartographer, Mr. John Tauranac to learn how the
various maps of New York city were created. Learning Target: I can listen and ask questions to learn information about
cartographer, Mr. Tauranac.
John Tauranac writes on New York City’s social and architectural history. He is a well known book author, magazine
contributor and cartographer. He created New York Magazine’s “Undercover Maps” as well as the famous street atlas,
Manhattan Block By Block. He was also the creative director of the 1979 MTA subway map.
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A STRONG START TO THE SCHOOL YEAR AT NCES

-Dr. Roy

The North Canaan Knights started the school year strong. Opening day began with a welcome from staff as students stepped
off of the buses eager to learn and with wide smiles. I started the day with a schoolwide assembly, letting all students know
that I believe in them, and that all of the teachers also do. As their new leader, I wanted them to know that I want to hear
from them, that they are important, and that we care. We shared that every student can meet the high standards we set for
them, and that it is our responsibility to help them meet our expectations. Know that we are here to work as a team with
families to ensure that students succeed.
We also learned the Platinum Rule at the opening day assembly: Treat others as you know they want to be treated. The
Platinum Rule requires even more consideration than the Golden Rule that most people seem to know, to treat others as you
want to be treated. Being aware of those around us, and understanding how they feel is a secret to success. In business and in
life, appreciating others makes a positive difference.
On day one we also discussed a new idea for the school. The 8th graders have become ambassadors in the school. Every
student has selected a role in which to serve as a leader in the school. Some students have selected more than one role. From
serving as bus monitors to updating the sign in the front of the building that reminds us of the happenings in our school
community, our 8th graders are accepting responsibilities to make our school stronger. I am looking forward to their
leadership in the school. As the oldest students in the building, the students who have been in the school for the longest
period of time, they have the most knowledge about what is needed to truly ensure that we are student-centered, that students
are first in our school.
Every day I enjoy coming to school to talk with students, to meet with staff, and to make the
education in North Canaan the very best for our learners, their teachers, and the families of this fine
community. I am proud to live and work here. I know that our journey in learning this year is going
to be one of which we are all proud. Working in partnership with you it will be your best yet!
Families at Open House were invited by Dr. Roy, principal, to Take the Challenge and spend 20
minutes every day reading as a family. Students took home a book or two or more and a specially
created bookmark with questions for families to share and ask each other about their reading.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL ART SHOW

- Mrs. Allen

Before the end of the last school year, NCES artists were invited to make art over the summer to enter into our first Back-toSchool Art Show. The idea to have such an exhibition was shared by fellow TAB (Teaching for Artistic Behavior) art
teacher from Kent Center School, Ellen Tarabara. In a TAB art class, we learn to be independently creative and expressive.
During the school year, we direct our own student learning and choose our own projects. We learn to behave like artists. This
inspires us to continue being creative and imaginative, not just inside the art studio but outside as well.
The First Annual NCES Back- to-School Art Show features art made this past summer by both students and faculty and has a
variety of pieces, which are as diverse as the artists who made them, truly evidence of personalized learning.
The pieces include paintings of all sorts-- acrylics; encaustic; watercolors; painting on non-traditional surfaces such as a
window, seashell, tile, and picture frame; and paint poured on wooden boards. Also on exhibition are drawings, collages,
fiber art pieces, and even an outdoor installation. In addition to our NCES artists enjoying the art of creating art, we are
pleased to be able to share the fruits of their labors for you to enjoy, in case you miss our art show, please see the top of the
facing page.
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL ART SHOW, Cont.

- Mrs. Allen
This summer I went to Maine. I
saw some window panes to paint.
This was my first one out of two. I
love painting the ocean, so I painted it. --Madelyn Johnson, Grade 5
I went to the beach with my family
this summer. So I took home
shells to paint. --Sophia Bascetta,
grade 2
First, I painted it and let it dry.
Then I cut out the cat and sewed it
on. My mom added the balloon
idea, but I thought of the flowers.
I sewed the clouds on myself.
Scarlett Visconti, grade 2

LEARNING TO PLAY ALONG

- Mrs. Mauro

Music helps the learners in our school. Students are developing new skills and habits in the four artistic processes of
creating, performing, responding, and
connecting. Middle schoolers are
learning the fundamentals of bucket
drumming by composing and performing
routines using rhythm and movement.

 Lindsey Drislane, Riley Andrews,
Caitlin Sorrell, and Kaelary Gwinn are
working on a routine incorporating
interaction with their neighbors.

 Band students are learning and
reviewing instrumental techniques,
including breath support. Trumpet
players Brandt Bosio, Braian Perez, and
Camren Holst-Grubbe are making a ping
pong ball float using a trumpet
mouthpiece and LOTS of air!

 5th grade clarinet players Richie
Crane and Lauren Sorrell are practicing
their embouchure (or "lip posture," a
term coined by 8th grader Ella Hewins)
on their mouthpieces.
4. 6th grade percussionists Dylan
Deane, Liam MacNeil, and Jake Bosio
are drilling their drum rudiments with
style.
Ask your children about their current goals in music, which include composition in grades 6-8, literacy in grade 4, healthy
singing habits in grades 3-8, and dance in grade 5.

www.nceschool.org
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Seesaw: The Learning Journal Portfolio

- Miss O'Brien and Mrs. Conklin

All of the teachers and students at Salisbury Central are now using a student driven digital portfolio called
Seesaw. Students and teachers can independently document things that they are doing in school. Students can take
pictures or record videos to share in their portfolio. It's a secure student-parent-teacher sharing portfolio, where
parents are invited to view their child's Seesaw account. Parents and teachers can leave comments, ask questions
or leave encouragement on the children’s work. All teachers are using Seesaw to post their class newsletters and
announcements. Teacher are also able to find or create activities for the children to work on. There is a library of
activities for teachers to choose from. The portfolio travels with each child. Parents can click on previous years
to view their child’s portfolio. Students can use Seesaw on iPads and Chromebooks. We are excited about this
new digital tool and we hope that this will build an even stronger home-school connection at Salisbury Central.

Crop Hunger Walk 2018

- Miss Maytas and Mrs. Hackett

Students in grades 4-8 participated in the 35th annual Crop Walk on Sunday Sept. 30th at Housatonic Valley
Regional High School. SCS was among the four schools and
eight churches within the area to participate in the walk this
year. The Crop Walk event is sponsored by Church World
Services, an organization that works to end hunger both
locally and throughout the world. 25% of all funds raised
during this event will be returned to local food banks and
congregations that provide voucher books to families in
need. The remaining proceeds will be going towards their
“Eggs, Veggies, And A Side of Hope” initiative, which is
teaching families in need across the world how to grow
longer lasting crops with more nutrients for a more balanced and protein-filled diet. The students raised around
$400 this year for the team and walked about 5 miles each. Thank you to all who participated in such a
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Two Books, One School Summer Reading Initiative

- Miss Salisbury and Ms. Sloane

Salisbury’s Scoville Memorial Library, the Friends of Scoville Library, Salisbury Central School and SOAR, the
educational enrichment program for Salisbury Central, partnered up last spring to bring an exciting new initiative
to the students, staff and faculty at SCS. Inspired by similar programs in other communities, the initiative has been
named the “2 Books, 1 School” program. It centers on a common reading experience for the students in early K-4th
grades and in 5th-8th grades. Books were provided to all of the participants through the generosity of all of the
above groups to enjoy reading over the summer. This year’s selections were A Boy Called Bat by Elana Arnold
for the early K-4th graders and Rain, Reign by Ann Martin for the 5th – 8th graders. Both books were excellent
and much-enjoyed choices for our introduction to “2 Books, 1 School”. As a final culmination, we had the good
fortune of having Ann Martin, the celebrated author of many children’s books come to SCS and talk to the 5th -8th
graders about her writing life and her book, Rain, Reign. In addition, the early K - 4th graders enjoyed an author’s
visit with Elana Arnold, the author of A Boy Called Bat through Skype. Both assemblies capped off what we all
hope will become a much-loved tradition at the school that will help support and enhance a firm foundation for
literacy in each child’s life.

Mariposas Monarcas - SCS Español 6 & 7

- Señora Benson

La migración (migration) ~ hibernación en México (hibernation in Mexico) ~ el
algodoncillo (milkweed) ... these are just some of the vocabulary words Spanish
students learned about the life cycle of Monarch butterflies along with some handson-fun. After viewing short videos in Spanish about the Monarch butterfly migration
to the forests of Michoacán, México, students designed ‘mariposas’, assigning
Spanish names and personality/physical descriptors to each butterfly. Students
presented their mariposas and wrote thoughtful acrostic poems with Spanish
vocabulary to honor the unique life cycle of these fascinating insects. In addition,
classes participated in yoga lessons that acted out ‘el cuento de las mariposas’ (story
about butterflies), narrated in Spanish. Qué interesante y divertido!

LEARNING COMMONS: Updating Our Learning Space

- The ELA PLC Members

The SCS Middle School is excited about our new Learning Commons. A Learning Commons is similar to a
library, but it is an open learning space that INVITES student communication and collaboration. The goal is to
create an engaging space for students to support personalized learning pathways, increase independent reading at
the middle school level, and provide a space for both online and text-based research. The Learning Commons
includes a collaborative and modular work space for small group or class project work with small tables and an
inviting lounge area for independent work and reading. We weeded out the books on the shelves to provide room
for new fiction and non-fiction texts students will self-checkout for pleasure reading, class projects, and research.
We are focused on increasing independent reading based on SCS parent feedback. Students are being given an
opportunity to read silently during one block every other day. “You can find magic wherever you look, sit back
and relax, all you need is a book” -Dr. Seuss
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SCOOTPAD

- Mrs. Mathews

Sharon Center School students prevented the summer slide with ScootPad, a computer based adaptive program! This
program was made available to all SCS students during their summer break. In order to keep them strong through the
summer months, they were able to practice their reading, math and spelling. Students earned coins for their achievements on
ScootPad and were even awarded bonus coins for their effort. Some students received a gift certificate to Fudgy’s for being
on ScootPad’s leaderboard. A ScootPad report indicates (in the last three months) that our students solved 25,552 math
problems and 1,553 ELA problems. SCS students practiced 764 Spelling words and read 1637 eBook pages. It was a great
way to help our kids stay on track over the summer!

START WITH HELLO

- Mrs. Foster

The week of 9/24-9/28, Sharon Center School celebrated Start with Hello week. Start with Hello is a program organized by
the non-profit youth violence prevention organization Sandy Hook Promise. It was founded by several family members who
lost loved ones at Sandy Hook Elementary School on 12/14/12. They are an organization that is committed to providing
programs and practices that encourage students to become leaders in school inclusiveness.
Students were given a daily “Kindness” challenge that they were encouraged to perform. In addition, our school wore green,
the Sandy Hook Elementary School colors, on 9/25 to show our support and commitment to promoting school inclusiveness.

EARLY KINDERGARTEN

- Mrs. Bryant

Sharon Center School is in the 3rd year of its Early Kindergarten (EK)
program. Kindergarten eligible students that have a late summer/fall
birthday or have not had a previous school experience are good
candidates for this program. This bonus year helps them mature socially
and physically to be ready to meet the kindergarten standards the
following year.
EK students are doing a variety of prewriting activities to strengthen their
fine motor muscles. The best part is that they are having fun doing them!
These include playdough, beading, water and kinetic sand play and using
child-sized chopsticks/tweezers to move tiny objects. Strengthening these
fine motor muscles will make writing, drawing and coloring easier and
help them have better control. These muscles help with life skill activities
such as opening zip lock bags, containers, backpacks and lunch boxes and zipping their own coats. Art projects done in the
classroom involving crumpling, tearing and folding paper help them get stronger, too.
Our EK students are also listening to stories, singing songs, rhyming, learning to recognize letters and numbers, playing and
working with others and gaining skills of independence that will help them to be ready for kindergarten next year where they
will begin learning to read, write words and equations!
We are finding that kindergarteners who attended EK the year before are confident leaders and strong academically and
socially. We are proud that we can meet the needs of our youngest learners and help them build a strong foundation for a
successful school career.
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CAMP JEWELL

- Mrs. Indorf

The 6th grade students had a wonderful opportunity to enjoy an overnight trip to Camp Jewell
in Colebrook, CT. Thanks for coordinating the trip Mr. Smith! The first day was filled with
cooperative games in the giant field, a zip line adventure over the water, low-rope activities in
the woods, evening improvisation team activities, and a small campfire for making s’mores!
The second day offered rock-wall climbing (inside and outside) and the GIANT SWING over
the water! Mrs. Indorf and Mrs. Killian sure loved that! Fun! Other activities included the
Gaga Pit, the giant slide, the farm, fun games in the cabins, and lots of yummy meals. A truly
great trip!

NATURE’S CLASSROOM

- Mrs. Nielsen

Last month, SCS’s seventh graders attended Nature’s Classroom in Wakefield, RI. Because their Camp is located on Point
Judith Salt Pond, our students were able to explore a different environment and learning activities outside of their regular
classroom. Students also experienced a more basic lifestyle, giving up electronics for the week and staying in rustic cabins.
Nature’s Classroom offers a full schedule for students which includes classes, field groups, transition times, and night
experiences. While in their field groups, they went crabbing, explored the marsh, and played Predator and Prey. Classes
offered included dissections, building a hot air balloon, team building, and honing improvisational skills. Transition times
gave students down time to rest, read, or play Gaga, a universal favorite among SCS students. Learning continued even
through meal times. Students took turns being “waitrons” and serving the family style meals. The food was always delicious,
kid-friendly, and plentiful. Students also learned what they can do to lessen their environmental impact on our planet.
Night time activities started other learning activities. A night hike in which students learned about night vision and
bioluminescence in jelly fish which was particularly magical for students. Night time activities ended with quiet sing time
and a snack. It was a very full week at Nature’s Classroom. Our students learned exciting new things about themselves and
the world around them which will continue to benefit them as citizens of the world.

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY FOR SHARON CENTER SCHOOL STUDENTS

- Mrs. Fecteau

¡Qué oportunidad fantástica! SCS has secured grant funding to purchase the Rosetta Stone online
language learning program for all students who take Spanish in grades 5 through 8. Thanks to a
partnership with Kent Center School, Sharon purchased an individual student license for each child,
providing an opportunity for personalized learning of Spanish. The licenses will be active
throughout their remaining years at SCS, allowing up to 4 years’ use of a program that customizes
itself based on each user’s strengths, interests, and skills. The Rosetta Stone program offers students
the opportunity to build vocabulary, fine-tune pronunciation and accent, gain conversation skills
and explore topics of interest. Students won’t be memorizing a long list of vocabulary. They’ll be
seeing, hearing, speaking, reading, and writing in their new language; while learning new words
and phrases based on real-world context. That way, they will be ready for real-world conversations that don’t follow a
textbook script. Students love the format, which includes challenges, games, and repetition. Rosetta Stone is often privately
purchased for home use,. It is a wonderful resource to use in Spanish class!

TECH POLICIES

- Mrs. Klish

Part of being a responsible digital citizen is being able to follow Acceptable Use Policies (AUPs). AUPs can be difficult to
understand and even harder to explain. Eighth graders have perused the Sharon Center School AUP for understanding. They
are now creating presentations for their younger peers. The teams are creating various projects to help younger students
understand the pieces of an AUP. There is a puppet show, a Jeopardy game, animated Voki characters, and more. Eighth
graders will present their completed projects to the younger classes. Teaching is one of the best gauges of understanding.
These eighth graders will clearly understand the reasons for an AUP while helping their younger peers become familiar with
what an AUP is and why we need to use them.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

- Mr. Strever

Last year, I was doing some holiday shopping, and I came across a Polaroid camera. It was lighter, sleeker, and easier to use
than the ones from my youth, but the idea was the same: instant printing of photos. Despite all of the technical advances of
our age, the concept of sharing a physical artifact of a moment was just as important today as it was back in the early 1960s.
So when junior Valerie Lenis approached me about reviving our school newspaper, The Northwest Corner, it made sense that
she would want an old-fashioned paper to share with the school community. Indeed, in the spirit of “what’s old is new again,”
HVRHS students are reviving our travel club and infusing our Pep Rallies with new ideas, too.
Just as importantly, our faculty has been engaged in collaborative conversations about what has always been at the center of
their work: instruction. Our first professional day featured rich dialogue about Learning Targets: student-friendly statements
that describe what a student should take away from each class period. In discussing Learning Targets, teachers returned to the
essence of their practice to discuss just what they want students to know or be able to do, and how they will help them to get
there. And for teachers, that kind of talk never gets old.

SOCRATIC SEMINAR

- Ms. Monico

Mrs. Messina (History) and Ms. Monico’s (English) 9th grade Humanities
students are pictured engaging in a Socratic Seminar that was based on their
summer reading assignments: Guns, Germs, and Steel (History) and A
Thousand Splendid Suns (English). A Socratic seminar is a formal discussion,
based on a text, in which the leader asks open-ended questions. Preparation for
their discussion involved the composition of critical thinking questions, along
with gathering relevant evidence from both texts.
Messina and Monico happily accepted Nancy Martin’s invitation to utilize the
Science and Technology Center after coming to the realization that their cohort
included over thirty freshmen. In order to create an environment that would be
conducive to cross-curricular learning and collaboration, the two teachers knew
that they needed a large flexible space which they could refigure as their lesson
plans for this large group changed.

VISITING ARTIST PROGRAM

- Mr. Prindle
The Visiting Artist Program opens up the opportunity for professional
creatives to share their expertise and career paths with aspiring HVRHS
art students. The program challenges students to make the connection
between classroom practice and real-life experiences.
The program provides students with exposure to professionals living in
the Northwest Corner. For many of our young artists-in-the-making this
can be a life-altering moment. In recent years our guests have included:
Web Developers, Animators, Graphic Designers, Art Directors, Graphic
Novel artists as well as fine artists (aka Gallery Artists).
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CIRCLE OF LEARNING

- Ms. Hegy Martin

Dylan Vadakin, Class of 2011, was in one of the first classes HVRHS Music Teacher, Mr. Thomas Krupa
taught at HVRHS. Now, from time-to-time, Mr. Krupa plays accompaniment for Dylan. (Mr. Krupa
shared with me that he can’t help but chuckle when Dylan corrects him on his tempos; the student
mentoring the teacher.) Dylan, a graduate of Berklee College of Music in Boston, is now applying to
graduate schools for a degree in scoring sound tracks for films. He is using the sound studio in the
Mahoney-Hewat Science and Technology Center to develop his portfolio for those applications.
Later this year, Dylan will also be working with the HVRHS jazz band and music theory classes. His
thought is to use a film score as the basis for exploring the principals Mr. Krupa’s students are learning in

GERMAN EXCHANGE STUDENTS

- Mr. Lovejoy

th

On October 5 14 German students from the Kaiser Friedrich Ufer High
School in Hamburg, Germany arrived at HVRHS. Each be staying with a
local host Family.
Their time in the US will be spent shadowing their host family students and
enjoying area, including Boston, Hartford, New Haven and the Institute for
American Indian Studies. Their three-week trip will end with a three-day
weekend in New York City. This is a wonderful opportunity for all
involved to share a cross-cultural experience as they learn from each other.

OTHER EXAMPLES OF ENGAGED-LEARNING AT HVRHS
Learning to pilot a drone

Renovated
Science
Rooms
79 years of encouraging
students
to grow
to their potential, respect different learning styles,
solve problems, think analytically and communicate effectively.
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SPEECH-LANGUAGE THERAPY IN REGION ONE SCHOOLS
Speech-Language Pathologists come to the public schools from a variety of
backgrounds. I started my career as a Board-Certified Music Therapist, but
found that most of my students had significant communication disorders, so
back to school I went for a Master’s Degree in Communication Disorders.
Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs) are professionals with a minimum of
a Master’s degree and clinical experience in assessing and treating
communication disorders in a variety of settings. Region One’s five SLPs
each hold a license from the Department of Public Health; certification from
the Department of Education; and a Certificate of Clinical Competence from
the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. Additionally, some of
us hold Sixth-Year Certifications (SYC) as well.

We help students develop speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills
necessary for success in school. Students work on speech sounds
(articulation), understanding and using grammar, morphology, and other
language skills, stuttering, voice disorders, social skills, figurative language,
and so much more!
by Beckie Seney, SYC, MS, CCC-SLP

In order for us to prepare each child for what comes next, we must align vision,
expectation, and practice among all stakeholders.” Region 1 Board of Education

REGION ONE ADMINISTRATORS
Ms. Lisa Carter, Asst. Superintendent
Mr. Sam Herrick, Business Manager
Mr. Carl Gross, Director of Pupil Services
Mrs. Martha Schwaikert, Supervisor Special Ed
Mr. Ian Strever, Principal HVRHS
Mr. Steven Schibi Asst. Principal HVRHS
Mrs. Michelle Mott, Principal Kent CS
Mr. Michael Croft, Principal Cornwall CS
Mrs. Alexandra Juch, Principal LH Kellogg
Dr. Alicia Roy, Principal North Canaan ES
Mrs. Stephanie Magyar, Principal Salisbury CS
Dr. Karen Manning, Principal Sharon CS
Dr. Pam Vogel, Superintendent

